Magnetic resonance imaging of oral and maxillofacial angiomas.
Eleven patients with oral and maxillofacial angiomas (seven hemangiomas and four lymphangiomas) were evaluated with magnetic resonance imaging using a 0.2-T permanent system and spin-echo pulse sequences. These lesions typically had signal intensities that were iso T1-weighted, similar to muscle, and high T2-weighted, greater than subcutaneous fat. Nine tumors had well- or relatively well-defined margins, and seven cases had curvilinear structures of low signal intensities in the masses on T2-weighted images. It was impossible to distinguish hemangiomas from lymphangiomas on MR images. Our experience suggested that most angiomas of oral and maxillofacial regions present special characteristics on magnetic resonance images. It is thought that information obtained with magnetic resonance images can contribute significantly to the evaluation of the extent of these lesions.